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Civic Orchestra demonstrates passion for music
By:Timothy McDonald, Sun Arts Writer April 15, 2004

Some people play music for a livelihood, some for a hobby. The members of the Kansas City
Civic Orchestra play out of sheer passion for classical music.

The orchestra played recently in Yardley Hall, at the Carlsen Center of Johnson County
Community College, in a program featuring music by Giacomo Puccini, Max Bruch and Johannes
Brahms.

Founded in 1959, the Kansas City Civic Orchestra draws its membership from the entire Kansas
City metropolitan area. While some performers are music teachers, most work in a variety of
other fields, from insurance agent to TV weatherman.

The concert opened with the "Preludio Sinfonico" by Giacomo Puccini, a relatively unknown but
lovely piece by the famous Italian opera composer. Many of Puccini's signature traits were
noticeable, especially the poignant and long-breathed romantic melodies.

Tiberius Klausner joined the orchestra for the "Violin Concerto No. 1 in G Minor" by German
romantic composer Max Bruch. Klausner, a Johnson County resident, was the longtime
concertmaster of the Kansas City Symphony Orchestra and professor emeritus at the UMKC
Conservatory of Music.

Klausner performed with elegance and a highly attractive tone. The concerto's central slow
movement was particularly sensitive and lyrical, and the orchestra, under the direction of Andy
Anderson, responded well to Klausner's songlike approach.

The popular finale was dancelike and effervescent. Klausner managed the multiple stop
passages deftly, and the orchestra, despite some tuning inconsistencies, performed admirably.

The final work on the program was Johannes Brahms' "Symphony No. 2 in D Major." The
orchestra played the attractive opening movement with a sense of urgency and drama. Energetic
playing and contrasting dynamics and tempos kept the third movement appealing.

The next concert by the Kansas City Civic Orchestra will take place at 7:30 p.m. May 16 at the
Rose Theater of Rockhurst High School in Kansas City. The ensemble will perform Ludwig van
Beethoven's "Symphony No. 7" and Ralph Vaughn Williams "Tuba Concerto." For more
information, go to www.kccivic.org
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